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07:  Ladies Bible Study 7:00 pm 

10:  In The Word w/Pastor J 1:30 

13:  Band of Brothers 5:00 

21:  Ladies Bible Study 7:00 pm 

23:  Board of Directors 

27:  Quarterly Voter’s Meeting 

 

 

        
Newsletter  Sponsor 

 

The mailing of this month’s 

newsletter is sponsored by Julie 

Bollig as a celebration of 

thankfulness for all of God’s 

blessings!   

Thank you Julie, for your  

generosity which makes it possible 

for all members to receive the 

newsletters in their homes this 

month.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated.   

May the God of hope fill you with 

all joy and peace as you trust in 

Him, so that you may overflow with 

hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

   
 

St. Matthew   

  In  Action     
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Mapleton, Iowa 

stmatthewmap@longlines.com             

www.stmatthewmapleton.org 

 

 

 

Pastor’s  Desk 

 

We all love to see ten fingers and ten toes on babies! They are so 
cute and you just want squish them. Then as they get older you 
reference those same fingers and toes to help them count. Now as 
they get even older wouldn't it be great to use those fingers to 
help them grow in their faith walk?  
 
Maybe you are wondering how their 10 fingers can do that. Or 
maybe you are wondering how your ten fingers can help you grow 
in your faith? Well I will tell you. Our Bible verse we are adding to 
our memory bank this month has ten words. Ten fingers. Ten 
words. Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me." 
 
I encourage you to put the kids' fingers to good use (yours as well) 
as you add more of God's amazing Word to your memory bank! 
Ten fingers....Ten words....to build you up in Christ!  
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The following children are celebrating October 

birthdays! 
 

10/01/98 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . Mandy Meseck 

10/04/07 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nolon Lamb 

10/05/98. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  Jacob Schaffer 

10/11/05. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natalie Jacobson 

10/11/05. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Caitlyn Jacobson 

10/13/05. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kaylee Goslar 

10/16/95. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Abby Larson 

10/19/95 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Molly McKibben 

10/20/96 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marvin Gaines 

10/24/97 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aaron Mikkelsen 

 

 

BIRTHDAY   GREETINGS  
With joy, we give special recognition to:  
 
Irene Reinbold who is celebrating her 93

rd
   

birthday on October 2
nd

. 

 

Godôs blessings and a very special happy 
birthday all of you.  May each new day 
bring you a renewal of Godôs blessings! 

 

 

 

 

College Time is 
here!   Please let 
the church office 
know your college 
ƪƛŘǎΩ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΗ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New sermon series:  
ά¢ƘŜ ¦ƴǳǎǳŀƭ {ǳǎǇŜŎǘǎέ ς Who Are They?  Come to 
Worship Service and Find Out!!! 

QUARTERLY   VOTERõS   MEETING: 

The next voterõs meeting is Sunday, October  

27
TH

 following second service.  The board of  

directors will be serving taverns, chips & dessert 

during the meeting.  Everyone is encouraged to 

attend! 

 

 

LWML - LUTHERAN WOMENõS 
MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
Even though the LCW has gone inactive - the 
LWML does not have to.  Many of you have 
collected your MITES for missions in the past. We 
encourage you to continue. The BIBLE tells us to 
GO and TELL all people. We can easily be a joyful 
part of this without attending a meeting. There 
will be a large MITE BOX every Sunday on the 
table at the back of the church. The donation taken 
at the òIn the Wordó Bible study with Pastor J also 
is given to Mites. These mites go to IWD mites 
($135,357) and to National mites ($1.83 million) 
and support a total of 28 grants. Each month we 
will highlight two of these projects for you to see 
where your mites are going.  BE SURE TO 
CHECK OUT THE IWD E-NEWS ONLINE. 
VERY INTERESTING. IWD LWML.ORG (news 
& events) (eNews) 

 

 

 

THRIVENT NEWS:  Until recently you have been 

able to set up a recurring direction of Thrivent Choice 

dollars to support your local congregation.  Today, 

the recurring direction option is no longer available.  

It is still easy, just not automatic!  Simply call 800-

THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and state “Thrivent 

Choice.”  A representative will help you to direct 

your dollars to where you want them to go.  You may 

also direct your dollars by going to Thrivent’s Web 

site at www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  Thank you 

to all who direct their Thrivent Choice dollars to St 

Matthew’s ministry! 

 

 
Podcasts:  Is there anyone who is knowledgeable about 

setting up to record podcasts?  Please call the church 

office if you think you could be of help!  Thanks!!

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice


Out of the Boat, but Not Underwater           

If my oldest niece could be described in a word, I’d say brave. Maybe 

amazing would be a more well-rounded term, but more than her intellect, 

voice, and theatrics, she has a confident bravery that compels her to 

command stages all over St Louis and inspire others to do the same. All this makes the next fact seem almost 

incredulous: she can’t swim. 

 

Truthfully she can swim quite well, as long as the depth of the pool doesn’t exceed the length of her body. When 

that happens, panic sets in. During swimming lessons, her parents watch her graceful strokes with anticipation as 

she approaches the deep center of the pool. As the waters darken and she senses the deepness, she halts her 

progress and shoots her arms toward the nearest floating rope. She grasps the rope tightly as she spider crawls to a 

safe depth and resumes her stroke. Her parents take their imaginary lighters and burn their imaginary money 

exclaiming, “Just light it on fire!”  

 

In actuality, my ten-year-old niece is just a smaller version of all of us. Her simultaneous courage and fear remind 

me of another outspoken disciple: 

 

ñBut immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, óTake heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.ô And Peter answered him, 

óLord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.ô He said, ‘Come.ô So Peter got out of the boat and 

walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried 

out, óLord, save me.ô Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, óO you of little 

faith, why did you doubt?ô And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 

saying, óTruly you are the Son of God.ôò Matt 14:27-32 

 

I wonder what caused Peter to make that request, don’t you? It doesn’t seem to follow my natural train of thought I 

guess. Unless you consider that he could have been riding the high of listening to Jesus’ words and watching the 

feeding of the five thousand+ people. He was certainly confident. 

 

It is significantly easier to display confidence in the arenas of life where we feel like we are in control. Give my 

niece a script or a piece of music and put her center stage in front of a thousand people and she won’t just perform- 

she will shine. Others thrive in an office, in a classroom, at their business, out in nature, behind a keyboard. We all 

shine somewhere, whether we realize it or not. 

 

But Jesus doesn’t always call us to stay in “our” arenas. Peter knew there was more to this story than just watching, 

and he asked to be a part of it. Jesus said, “Come.” Some may see it as a story of Peter’s colossal failure of faith. I 

see it as one of his most admirable moments. After all, who got to walk on water? 

 

Do you need to get out of the boat and onto the water? Off the bleachers and into the game? 
Off the rope and int o the lane?   Is Jesus saying, òComeó?  
 

Focus then, not on the unknown, but on the One who is known. He might not calm the storm around your steps, 

but He is there in it with you. No more than a pool surrounded by eagle-eyed parents and lifeguards would let a 

ten-year-old drown during lessons, would your Savior let you go down. (Did you catch the “immediately”?) You 

can never be in over your head when you are walking the walk Jesus called you to. Just keep your eyes trained on 

the Calmer of the winds and proclaim, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

(Check out a good dose of courage to boost your journey in faith- Pastor’s verse for the month!) 

 
 



 

Check Out Our New Website! 

www.stmatthewmapleton.org 

New Features!  Mobile Access! Blogs! 

Podcasts Coming Soon! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church staff  

Rev. Scott A. Jensen 
 Pastor 
(712) 881-1163 
(712) 840-1484 cell 
stmatthewmap@longlines.com 
 
Kathy Jo Hagemann 
Church Secretary 
(712) 881-2243 
stmatthewmap@longlines.com 
 
FAX (712) 881-1163 
 
Website: 
stmatthewmapleton.org 
 
 
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Traditional Worship   8:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship 10:30 a.m. 
MG Sunday School    9:15 a.m. 
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