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March  Dates To Remember 

02:  Secret Church 4:00 

03:  Okoboji Sunday 

05:  Board of Discipleship  7pm 

07:  In The Word Study  1:30 

28:  Maundy Thursday-HC 6:30 

29:  Good Friday  6:30 

31:  Easter Sunrise-HC 6:30 am 

  Easter Breakfast 7:30 

       Easter Egg Hunt 9:00  

       Easter Late Serv-HC 9:30 

        

        
Newsletter  Sponsor 

 

The mailing of this month’s newsletter 

is sponsored by Doug & Kathy Jo 

Hagemann in loving memory of Doug’s 

parents, Lester & Bernice Hagemann.     
 

May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace as you trust in Him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 
 

* * NEW TOPIC * * 
On March 10TH  the 
Multi-generational Sunday 
School will be starting a 
study on world religions. 
 

 
Project Onawa Outreach – HAS 
BEGUN!  Stay tuned for more 
information coming soon!   

 

 St.  Matthew       

In  Action  
  
 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church    Mapleton, IA  51034            

Pastor’s Corner 
 

While I was driving down the road on the start of my road trip to visit 

some of St. Matthew’s college students, I was thinking about what to 

write for my article this month.  I prayed and then it hit me.  I was 

driving in the fog and the fog then became thicker and thicker.  I thought 

out loud, This is it!  Fog. What a great thing to write about. Now you 

may be wondering what brought this on.  Well, as I was driving through 

the fog, in the distance I could see a clearing, and as I approached this 

area the sun was breaking through the fog. It was as if God was showing 

me what this article was to be about. Fog and sun. 

 

How often do you seem to get caught in the fog of your life?  Problems 

at home, business is not as good as you would like, children not 

listening, and you can fill in your own fog.  It's around you so often that 

the fog tries to envelope you and keep you there.  It seems like there is 

no way out. Your sins linger around you, entrapping you and giving you 

no relief. When is the fog going to let up, when are these problems going 

to fade away you wonder?   

 

Where is the sun when you need it the most?  You think you can't 

continue on, but just ahead you see a break in the fog. It appears to have 

lightened up for awhile.  Before you know it, it's thick again, then 

lightens up again and it goes on like this for mile after mile after mile.  

Day after day. Year after year.  Yet always the sun shines through.  

Somehow or another the sun breaks through.  The warmth of its rays 

burn off that fog that surrounds you and you are free.  Free to bask in the 

wonderful sunshine pouring down on you. 

 

Now think about that in your everyday life.  You are tired and worn 

down, the problems at home don't seem to go away.  The kids seem to 

not listen to a word you say and work...let’s not even go there.  Fogged 

in, 2 hour delay...nowhere to hide from it, no way around it.  Take a deep 

breath as the Son will soon shine through on you.  Offer up a prayer to 

the Creator who has redeemed you with an everlasting warmth. Open 

your eyes and bask in the grace of the one true Son.  Turn it over to Him, 

allow Him to lead you through the ever thickening fog.  Come and 

worship the Son that never stops shining.  Get involved in a group of 

fellow people fighting through the fog following the Son to freedom. 

                                                      Pastor’s desk continued on next page…



(pastor’s desk continued) 

The end of this month is the day that we celebrate 

the fog being lifted.  It is the resurrection of the 

Father’s Son, our Savior, lighting the way for us; 

rescuing us eternally from the fog of sin death and 

the devil.  Bring your friends, bring your family to 

worship the One who clears the fog of life with the 

gift of everlasting life.  See you on Sunday, fog or 

no fog, worshipping the eternal Son. 

 

In His Service, 

Pastor Jensen 

 
 
NEWSLETTER CHANGES:   
Beginning with the March 
newsletter we will be 
changing the way many of 
you receive your 
newsletter.  Some time ago 
we took a survey to find out 
who would be interested in receiving their 
newsletter by email or by viewing it on our website.  
Those of you who submitted email addresses will 
be receiving their March newsletter that way.  As 
always the newsletter will be available for viewing 
on our web page stmatthewmapleton.org   Some of 
you will wish to continue to receive your newsletter 
by mail and will continue to do so. Newsletter 
sponsors will still be needed. 
Our goal by implementing this change is to save 
paper, toner, and time so please consider signing 
up to receive your newsletter by email.  If you do 
not receive a newsletter in some form please let 
Kathy Jo know.  We don't want anyone to miss out 
as we make these changes.  Thanks for your 
patience 

 

 
Many of the email 
addresses on file are no 
longer correct.  PLEASE 
drop us an email so that I 
can get your newest one on 

file.  smatthewmap@longlines.com  
 

 

WINTER  WEATHER  can mean 

changes or cancellations!   Call the church office 

881-2243 and chose option #4 to hear if there are 

any changes or cancellations or you may contact an 

Elder. 

 
With joy, we give special recognition to: 
 
Marcella Kuehl who is celebrating her 92nd 
birthday on 3-9 
 
And the following children celebrating March 
birthdays! 
3-11 Jordan Trucke 
3-20 Brandon Krusen 
3-23  Terrence Gray 
3-25  Edy Jensen 
3-29  Caleb Creese 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
With joy, we give special recognition to the 
following couples who are celebrating 
anniversaries in March of 50 years or more! 
 
Marvin & Joyce Kruse, 60t  wedding anniversary 
on 3-6 
 

God’s blessings to each of you.  May each new 
day bring you a renewal of God’s blessings! 
 
 
Hospital Visits:   If you or a lov ed one are 

in the hospital and would like a visit from 

Pastor or a prayer over the phone, please 

inform the church office (881 -2243) or 

Pastor directly (840 -1484) to request one.  

 

 

Are you  interested  in joining the church or 

just wanting more information on what it 

means to be Lutheran?   Then stop by the 

church office, talk with Pastor, and pick up a 

copy of the book "Above All Else."  

mailto:smatthewmap@longlines.com


Thank  You  Notes   .   .   .   .  

Thank you to all who contributed in any way to 
the college care packages sent to our 11 college 
students.  We have heard back from many of 
them and they seemed to enjoy all the items 
received plus the warm fuzzies and Godðs good 
wishes and blessings to them from all at St. 
Matthewðs.   ë Outreach Board 
 

Mapleton has a big 4 th  of July celebration  

which includes a parade and events in the 

park.  St. Matthewõs wants to participate in 

this event with either a float for the parade 

or possibly a dunk tank in the park.  If 

anyone has any ideas or suggestions, please 

contact any member of the Outreach board.  

Randi Meseck, Sue Kruse, Carol Pritchard, 

Wanda Andre, Cinda Rude or Joan Chandler.  

We are looking for ideas and also volunteers 

to help with this event.  

 
Daylight Savings Time : 
Donõt forget to set you clocks 
one hour ahead on March 
9 th ! 
 

 
 

 

 

THRIVENT  CHOICE  DOLLARS:  

Your Thrivent Choice Dollars can be allocated 

to St. Matthew for use on needed projects.  If 

you have Thrivent Choice Dollars to allocate, 

or have any questions on how to do this please 

contact your Thrivent representative at 1-800-

THRIVENT or visit 

www.thrivent.com/choicedollars  

 

/ÈÚÛÖÙɀÚɯ2ÌÙÔÖÕÚȯ  If you would like a copy of 

ÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ/ÈÚÛÖÙɯ)ÌÕÚÌÕɀÚɯÚÌÙÔÖÕÚȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈɯ

sign-up sheet on the back table.  Fill in your 

name and the date of the sermon you would 

like to have. 
  
The New Menôs Group  - Band of Brothers will 

meet every other Sunday @ 5 p.m.  at the Mapleton 

Library.  All men are welcome to come and check it 

out!  Call Doug Hagemann 881-1416 or Scot Aden 

431-6518 with questions.   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thrivent.com/choicedollars


There Will Be A Day 
By Lauren Jensen 

   

Excruciating = this morning’s excursion. You ever 

have a plan and have that faint feeling that it’s 

probably a bad idea, but your agenda is so loud it 

drowns out the warning and it isn’t until you are 

past the point of no return that you realize, yep- bad 

idea? And then your efforts all boil down to one 

word. Like excruciating. 

 

To recount each offense against my psyche this 

morning would be to fill your next half hour with 

depressing minutia leaving you despairing that 

you’ll never get that brief time of your life back, so 

I think just the “highlights” will suffice.  

 

McDonalds and Walmart with 4 young kids.  Now I 

know that there are moms who have gone through 

the fire with many more or less children than 4, but 

humor me. A 30 minute drive sprinkled with 

whining, crying, and occasional screaming just loud 

enough to overshadow the “positive” and 

“encouraging” message of KLOVE over the radio.  

 

Eventually we see the McDonalds drive-thru line, 

which is just long enough that I feel compelled to 

drag all four children into the brisk air and into the 

equally busy restaurant where my kids apparently 

lose their hearing and sense of spatial awareness 

because I cannot simply tell them to move out of 

other people’s way, but I must physically move 

them (p.s. I am sick with a bug that’s stuck around 

for a week already), and in the process of getting 

the food with which ¾ of the kids are none-too-

impressed, the oldest knocks my Diet Coke down to 

the ground and brightest spot of this whole trip is 

dripping from the counter and soaking her pants and 

the McDonalds employee looks at me with such 

heartfelt pity I don’t know if I want to laugh or cry. 

 

And then a woman, a more experienced mother (of, 

say, 25 years) takes my tray and asks me if I’d like 

her to put my children in the booth. I nod in my 

stupor, look to the two new soda cups that have 

materialized out of nowhere, and despondently 

begin my refill. I want to cry. so. bad. But I don’t. I 

walk to the table, thank the lady and employee who 

is mopping my mess, and feed my spirited children. 

The sympathetic employee offers to take my trash 

(maybe thinking he’s pulling me back from the 

precipice of a mental breakdown) and we head to 

Walmart. The atrocities that await us there are 

numerous, but not so monumental as to warrant a 

retelling.  

 

On the way home from what is undoubtedly one of 

the worst outings of my mothering life, the radio 

gets static-y and I flip adeptly to the other KLOVE 

station out of Omaha. It is only then that I really 

hear the song, But I hold on to this hope, and the 

promise that He brings. There will be a place with 

no more suffering. There will be a day with no more 

tears, no more pain, and no more fears. There will 

be a day when the burdens of this place will be no 

more and we see Jesus face to face.   (“There Will 

Be A Day,” by Jeremy Camp) 

 

In the big scheme of my life, I won’t remember 

those little calamities that drove me to walk away 

from the children in my cart today to recollect 

myself. I won’t remember the unkind words “good” 

Christian parents don’t think, let alone say.  

 

I do think I’ll remember the kindness of those 

around me, not simply as the examples of the 

“goodness of mankind,” but as witnesses to God’s 

constancy and provision. Through these angels of 

mercy He reminded me that He was still there for 

me. Even when my own agenda pushes me into a 

“bad idea” and I can’t go back and I can’t go 

around, but I must go through my trial, He gives me 

what I need and who I need. And then He points me 

to that day ahead where I will finally get to rest. 

Where everything won’t be so hard. Where I can be 

with my Savior at last.  
 

 
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 

so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 

precious than gold that perishes though it is tested 

by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 

1:6-7 

 

 

 

 


