April Dates To Remember

01: Maple Heights Communion

03: In the Word w/Pastor ]

06: Statements of Faith by Conf.

13: Confirmation Sunday (2" serv)

20: Easter!! (see details below)

23: Board of Directors 7:00

27: Helping Hands Sunday
Quarterly Voter’s Meeting 11:30

Newsletter Sponsor

The mailing of this month’s newsletter
is sponsored by Jeff & Karen Krusen in
celebration of  their  wedding
anniversary. Thank you Jeff & Karen!

May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in Him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

4/17 Maundy Thursday 6:30

4/18 Good Friday 6:30

Easter Service Times
7:30 - Sunrise Worship
8:30-10 Easter Breakfast
9:40 - Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 Easter Late Worship

*The Board of Discipleship will
meet on Thrs 4/17 following
Maundy Thursday Worship.
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Pastor’s Corner

Psalm 27:1--- The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall |
fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid?

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1 tells us
that we have nothing to fear. I have been putting this verse to memory
as I prepare to head overseas to Kenya. It is a very comforting verse
knowing that no matter what happens, no matter where we go The Lord
1s with us!

Easter will soon be upon us and we once again will celebrate the victory
that Jesus Christ won for us by defeating sin, the devil, and death. Jesus
did this and because of this we have nothing to fear. He has now given
us the ability to go and share His great love with all those around us.
That is what I get to do every day. That is what I get the chance to go
and do in Kenya. There is nothing to fear, there is no need to be afraid
because I know that The Lord is my stronghold and Christ is my light!

Friends, the great thing is that Jesus is this for each of you as well. You
too get the chance to go and share the love and truth of Christ everyday!
And there is no need to be afraid. You may be scared of what the future
holds for you, your children, your grandchildren. If you are, remember
that The Lord is in control. Remember that He says there is nothing to
fear, no need to be afraid. You have been redeemed, you have been
forgiven, you have been given the gift of life all through Jesus Christ!

So I challenge you to put this verse in your memory bank. Put it on
your mirror and you will see it each morning. What a great way to start
your day. What a great way to live your life...with absolutely no fear
because of what the psalmist tells us! Psalm 27:1--- The Lord is my light
and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my
life; of whom shall I be afraid?

In His Service - Pastor Jensen




Annivereartioa

and Binthdays

The following children are celebrating April
birthdays!

4-03 Kendra Creese

4-17 Jersey Divis

4-25 Henry Pithan

4-27 Olivia Pithan

4-30 Kenley Creese

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

With joy, we give special recognition to the
following couples who are celebrating anniversaries
in March of 50 years or more!

Richard & JoAnn Thoreson, 53" years on April 9"

God’s blessings to each of you. May each new day
bring you a renewal of God’s blessings!

Membership Changes:

Transferred Out:
(3-5) Kevin & Laurie Huss to Zion Lutheran
Storm Lake, 1A

FUNERALS:
(3-14) Vicki Hinrickson (non-member)

We extend our sympathy to family and friends in
the loss of their loved ones. May God comfort each
of you with His promise of life eternal for those
who believe that Jesus is their Lord and Savior.

Weddings:
(3-8) Bryan Scheer & Betsy Tucker

(3-22) Emily Larson & Nick Boggs

Best Wishes & God’s Blessings on your life
together!

MissoNa
WOI'K

EVENTS COMING TO MISSION CENTRAL

**April 16 — Rev. David & Lois Mahsman will
be presenting at 1:30 p.m. and will tell of their
work to reach out to the German people in
Darkness at Wittenberg, Germany, where only
2% of the people attend church on Sunday
morning!

**April 24 — Rev. Robert & Rita Flohrs, from
Trinity Lutheran in Frankfurt, Germany will be
presenting in person at 1:30 p.m. They are
filled with MIRACLE STORIES and will shock
you to share how the Country of Germany is
filled with darkness, strangers, and Muslim
people!

**April 24 — Missionary Megan Kincaid, our
Kearney, Nebraska missionary from Hong
Kong will be reporting along with the Flohrs
family for an amazing “double header”. She
will tell of her work all over Asial

“This year I'm prepared with
my egg-hunting app.”




VBS - June 23 - 27

Camp Okoboji Traveling VBS
Camp is coming back to
Mapleton this year!

This will be a morning program
that will provide participants
with opportunity to experience
&~ God's grace, love and guidance
through Bible study, interaction with energetic camp
staff, skits, games and other activities.

We will be looking for volunteers to assist during the
camp, to provide and serve snacks/meals, and to
offer a place for the camp staff to sleep. Please
prayerfully consider how you can help make VBS
camp a success this yearl!

Peopl e d sinJayiAug. theeteaching
series is open to you. Please submit questig
topics, biblical passages you would like to h
preached on. Please turn in your thoughts {
Prayer Box by the end of Maljaw Pastor to
get them scheduled.

Monona County Right To Life- Sat. April 12 @ 7
p.m. @ the First Christian Churchi An event to
honor and remember those precious babies who
have been lost. The program will begin with
great musical entertainment by Tr i ump
S o u nid &ingers from this area who have
distinguished themselves as accomplished artists
throughout all the Midwest. David Cordaro, a
college student at ISU will share his experiences
as a builder of PreLife awareness on that campus.

0OLooking for m®wlue X
immersion for you and your family? Want to open
your home with hospitality to an exchange student or
know someone who would? Iowa Resource for
International Service (IRIS) is looking for host
families for their exchange program. Students are
English-speaking high school students. IRIS works
through the Youth Exchange and Study (YES)
scholarship program funded by the US State
Department. If you have any questions or would like
some more information, please contact IRIS directly
at(515) 292-7103 or check our website at www.iris-

Easter morning at
9:40 there will be
an Easter egg hunt
for children ages
Pre-K thru 5™ grade

Interested in learning more about being a

Christianleader? Come join in on the E(equip)
L(lead) F(facilitate). We will be discussing the
biblical importance of leadership using the
discipleship model. If you are interested in
leadership at all this would be a great class for you
to attend! On the fourth Sunday of each month
there will be a light meal provided from 5-5:30 with
PNSihe class running until 7:00p.m. A short syllabus
€alyill be provided with the coming topics in the
0 th@nths to come. Please prayerfully consider
joining your brothers and sisters in Christ as we
learn together how to lead as children of God!
Any questions please speak to Pastor.

’//," \ ’-

S 7 Copcordis b
Chamber Choir

The Concordia Nebraska Chamber Choir will stop
to perform at Mission Central while on their 2014
tour to Upper Western USA! Mark your calendars
p e for bueday, 81 8" for a7 pm concert out at
Mission Central. There will be a free will offering
going to Concordia.

/yﬁ Confirmation is scheduled
~ for Sunday, April 13t at the

A &/\g’ 10:30 Worship Se rvice.
@Conﬁrmation Statements of Faith from
the Confirmands will be given Sunday,
April 6% at both services.

centerorg. T hank you! 0O


tel:%28515%29%20292-7103
http://www.iris-center.org/
http://www.iris-center.org/

Kryptonite

I heaved the crying four year old at her father.
“Mommy doesn’t have the patience for this right
now. Daddy has the patience for this.”

Motherhood gives superpowers. Everyone knows
that. Only sometimes it makes me kind of like the
Hulk. You woul dndét | i ke me

Preschooler soothed, and hugs given all around, the
three older kids headed off happy to another day of
school. Soon thereafter, Pastor walked back in the
door. “She’s your kryptonite,” he told me.

“I know, right? I just couldn’t handle it.”

We mused as to why that would be. I can justify it
all. Blame it on prolonged exposure to her irrational
and emotional outbursts. | can make it her faultin a
heartbeat. But really, it has just as much to do with
my weakness.

C.S. Lewis addressed the issue saying, filn the same
way the suddenness of the provocation does not
make me an ill-tempered man: it only shows me
what an ill-tempered manla m. 0

That quote comes to me a lot when | lose my cool. |
want to pin the blame on someone else, but the truth
is 1 am horrified by my inability to get a handle on
the wise and level-headed woman | aspire to be.

She is my kryptonite. She shows me my weakness.
Even accentuates it. But that is when another quote
comes to mind:

Buthesaidtome,i My gr ace i s su
for my power is made perfect in
w e a k nTaeseore lowill boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ
may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, |
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak,
then | am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Weak moments- those will happen because | am
weak. And Satan would have me believe that is the
end of the story. That | am a failure and
undeserving of love. But the beauty of the Gospel is

Wil e Il

that God’s love has never been dependent on my

abilities or strength. It is based fully on His. For that
reason, my weaknesses are never the end of the
story, but only the means by which God displays
His supreme, unfailing love. I will try my best, but
there is peace in knowing that ultimately the success
of any endeavor, parenting or otherwise, rests solely
in His will. And our weaknesses are His gift to us,
lest we believe we have a handle on this life and

forget all about Him.

Ioim angryeéo

So I will boast in my strong-willed daughter. She is

my weakness, my gift. And in those moments where

I am running on empty and drained of all mercy,
sheismyreminderthati f r om Hi s f ul |
al |l recei ved ¢@ohald® upon

Now... what weakness will you praise God for
today?

by Lauren Jensen
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YOUO RRVITED TO

ﬂ EASTER BREAKFAST

Serving 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
ficient for you,

Menu
Pancakes - Sausages
Cinnamon Rolls
Orange Juice & Coffee

the Board of

Hosted by
Discipleship



St. Matthew Lutheran Church
504 Walnut St.
Mapleton, IA 51034

Church Staff

Rev. Scott A. Jensen
Pastor

(712) 881-1163

(712) 840-1484 cell

Kathy Jo Hagemann

Church Secretary

(712) 881-2243
stmatthewmap@longlines.com

FAX (712) 881-1163

Website:
stmatthewmapleton.org

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Traditional Worship 8:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10:30 a.m.
MG Sunday School 9:15 a.m

NG ENCD ENCD
Lem0.6em0.6em0..6)

Where your miss

I CAN - SERVING AT-RISK CHILDREN
WITH LEARNING NEEDS is an after-school
program in the Detroit, Michigan, area. The
Lutheran Special Education Ministries enrolls youth
who are considered academically at-risk in an |
CAN Learning Center site hosted by a Lutheran
church (or school) located within a low performing
public school district. The $99,000 Scholarship
Fund is established to cover program expenses as a
means of reaching out to neighborhood youth,
serving them by providing supplemental instruction
in reading, mathematics, study skills, and fine arts
within a Christ-centered setting. $20,000 has been
paid on this project.

LWML Iowa West District Mission Grant
FINANCIAL AID FOR IOWA WEST STUDENTS
$25,000

Financial aid for s tudents of lowa West who
commit themselves to  future careers in full
time church work. The church needs

teachers,

& > NG ENC2
>20.60m0.6em0.

| BCHS, D@ FRid ¢then trgingyl workgrgn
all phases of professional church work to
fulfill this ministry.

HELPING HANDS - MARCH REPORT
March is coming to an end and we have one
Monday left to work on making blankets. We
have had wonderful donations of materials and
good help. As of March 24 we have 236
blankets completed. HELPING HANDS
SUNDAY will be April 27th.

Saturday morning (April

19th) and mark it with a

name tag. Lilies may be picked up after the 10:00
Easter Worship service. Thank you for helping to
beautify our Altar as we celebrate the Resurrection of
our Lord!

EASTER LILIES:

If you would like to provide
an Easter lily for use on
Easter morning, please
bring it to the church on
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